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June 30, 2020


Dear Academy Family,


Like the “pearl of great price” in St. Matthew’s gospel, an Atonement education is a 
treasure worth sacrificing for. We graduate young men and women who know the truth, 
and it sets them free; free to live well and to lead others to higher ground.


We believe that the formation in the Catholic liberal arts through which we accomplish 
this end happens best when Atonement teachers teach Atonement students in-person. 


We believe the relationship between teacher and student is a great good that should be 
preserved so long as there is a reasonable expectation of safety for all participants. 


We also believe that it is our duty to accommodate those families who are not yet 
prepared to return to campus in the midst of widespread uncertainty.


In this spirit, what follows constitutes our plan for a “safe return” to our campus on 
August 12, 2020. We have all experienced on some level the unpredictability of life 
during a pandemic, and we move forward with an understanding that these plans may 
have to be amended as new information is available. Please take time to read the 
following pages, and let us know if you have any questions. 


Also, consider joining me on Thursday, July 9 at 7 p.m., when I will be holding a “Virtual 
Town Hall” via Zoom to discuss the Safe Return Plan and give updates on Remote 
Learning. RSVP to Mrs. Johnston (cjohnston@atonementonline.com) by Wednesday, 
July 8, and she will send you an access link as we get closer to the event.


Many thanks to those who helped to develop this plan—parents who responded to our 
survey, teacher-leaders, Mr. Creech, Mrs. Powell, Ms. Nieto, Coach Vidal, Dr. Tovar, Dr. 
Quary, Father Lewis and the School Advisory Council, as well as the medical 
professionals within the school and parish community who gave of their time and 
expertise.


Our Lady of The Atonement—Pray for us!


Your servant,


Matthew David Watson

Head of School
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Pathways to an Atonement Education 

In 2020-2021, Academy parents will have the opportunity to choose between two 
means of accessing our challenging Catholic liberal arts curriculum and engaging with 
our celebrated teachers:


1. Traditional Student 
	 * Students attend classes on campus beginning Wednesday, August 12.

	 * The traditional standard of academic excellence and spiritual formation your 	 	
	 family has come to expect from The Atonement Academy.

	 * See following pages for campus safety precautions.

2a. Remote Student 

* Our new and improved remote learning experience, with all core subjects 
covered for all grades, recorded lessons produced by our skilled teachers, and 
multiple weekly live-video class meetings.

* We are now making this option available for the entire 2020-2021 school year; 
families must renew on a quarterly basis (see below for 1st quarter sign-up 
instructions)

* Middle and Upper Remote Students may participate in athletics.

* A comparison between the 2019-2020 (4th Quarter) Remote Learning Plan and 
2020-2021 Remote Learning Plans appears below.


2b. Remote Student (Temporary) 
* In case of COVID-19 infection or self-quarantine.

* In the event of government-directed school closure.


Both Traditional and Remote learning platforms will be available to families beginning 
the first day of school on August 12, 2020. Families will be able to transition between 
learning platforms on a quarterly basis or temporarily as needed due to quarantine or in 
the case of a government-mandated school closure.


If you are planning for your child(ren) to be Remote Student(s) during the first quarter, 
there are two dates that we would like you to keep in mind. First, please communicate 
your intention to Mrs. Powell (apowell@atonementonline.com) by Friday, July 31. Make 
sure to take a look at Page 6 of this document to see a general outline of what Remote 
Learning will look like in 2020-2021. Further details, including a “Remote Learning 
FAQ,” will be published in the second half of July. 


Second, families with Remote Students will be asked to participate in a “First Day 
Rehearsal” on Monday, August 10 and to have secured necessary home technology 
(working computer and high-speed Internet connection) by this date.
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Learning Together Safely 

For Traditional Students who return to campus this fall, the following measures have 
been put in place. In arriving at these protocols, we have consulted guidance from 
federal, state, and local health departments, as well as medical professionals from 
within our own community.


Temperature Checks: Students, teachers, staff, and campus visitors arriving to 
campus before school for athletics practices or child care, during morning carline, 
or after the start of the school day will have their temperature checked by an 
Academy staff person. Children and adults who have a fever (temperature equal to 
or greater than 100 degrees Fahrenheit) will not be permitted to stay on campus. 
Parents, guardians, or other drivers should not depart until a staff person has 
confirmed the student(s) does not have a fever before departing.


Masks: Students, teachers, staff, and campus visitors will be required to wear a 
mask that covers the nose and mouth while on campus while in classrooms, halls, 
the church and gym, and other spaces where they may come into close contact 
with other people. Masks will not be required while outside, so long as distancing is 
maintained.


Physical Distancing: Classrooms have been reassigned to permit grade levels with 
the most students to occupy the largest classrooms. Locker assignments have 
been staggered, instead of being placed side-to-side. School Mass will continue to 
be a daily part of our community life, but to accommodate physical distancing, 
there will be two school Masses, one at 9:00 a.m. for the Middle and Upper Schools 
and one at 12:50 p.m. for the Lower School. School Masses will not utilize student 
servers. In other areas of school life, lunch will be eaten in classrooms or outside, 
music teachers will travel to Lower School rooms for class with our younger 
students or meet outside, and PE will be conducted either outside or with 
appropriate physical distancing and masks. 


Enhanced Sanitation: Cleaning crews will follow additional protocols for frequent 
disinfection of high-traffic areas. Teachers will follow checklists for daily disinfection 
of their classrooms. Hand sanitizer stations will be installed at school entrances and 
key passing areas.


Guidance and Duration: We will continue to monitor guidance from local, state, and 
federal officials, and follow the governor’s directives for schools. We will amend this 
“Safe Return Plan” as conditions improve or worsen, and as consensus around 
best practices emerges.
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Quarantine Protocol FAQ 

• If a student, teacher, or staff person has a temperature greater than or equal to 100 
degrees Fahrenheit, he or she must stay home until fever free without medication for 
24 hours. Upon return, student will fill out the COVID-19 questionnaire (see 
“Documents & Forms” tab on school website).


• If a student, teacher, or staff person has a cough or is sneezing repeatedly, he or she 
should stay home until symptoms cease and will complete the COVID-19 
questionnaire upon return to campus.


• If a family member with whom a student, teacher, or staff person lives tests positive 
for COVID 19, that student or teacher or staff person must inform the school and stay 
home from school for fourteen days after being informed of the family member’s 
positive test if there are no symptoms or 72 hours after recovery (fever free without 
the use of medications) if he or she does develop symptoms, whichever time period 
is longer. A student’s family or a teacher or staff member must inform Dr. Tovar 
(health@atonementonline.com) and Mrs. Johnston (cjohnston@atonementonline.com) 
of a positive test. The student or teacher may return to school after this time if he or 
she is without symptoms. Upon return, student will fill out the COVID-19 
questionnaire (see “Documents & Forms” tab on school website).


• A student, teacher, or staff person infected with COVID 19 must inform the school 
and must stay home from school for fourteen days after confirmation of positive test 
if there are no symptoms or 72 hours after recovery (fever free without the use of 
medications) if he or she does develop symptoms, whichever time period is longer. A 
student’s family must inform Dr. Tovar (health@atonementonline.com) and Mrs. 
Johnston (cjohnston@atonementonline.com). The student or teacher may return to 
school after this time if he or she is without symptoms. Upon return, student will fill 
out the COVID-19 questionnaire (see “Documents & Forms” tab on school website).


• In the case of the confirmed infection of one or more students in a single class/grade 
level, the school may temporarily require one or more classes/grade levels to move to 
remote learning and work from home.


• Students who are absent due to following school requirements for fever, symptoms, 
or quarantine, do not accrue absences if they keep up with their class via remote 
learning while away from campus.


• Teacher and staff absences due to to following school requirements for fever, 
symptoms, or quarantine, will not count against a teacher’s personal days during the 
2020-2021 school year if teacher maintains his or her remote classroom, or, as a staff 
person, is able to work from home.
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2019-2020 Remote Learning Plan 

(4th Quarter)

* 2020-2021 Remote Learning Plan  

LOWER SCHOOL 
- Reading, Language Arts, Math only 

- Limited learning objectives covered 

- One optional live video meeting with 
teacher per week 

- Designed to require approximately 10 
hours of academic engagement per week 

MIDDLE & UPPER SCHOOLS 

- All Core Subjects 

- Limited learning objectives covered 

- One optional live video meeting with 
teacher per week 

- Designed to require approximately 15-20 
hours of academic engagement per week 

LOWER SCHOOL 
* All Core Subjects (Reading, 
Language Arts, Math, Religion, 
Science, History, Latin/Spanish) 

* Covers all learning objectives 
covered by Traditional Students 

* Utilizes new FACTS-SYS Learning 
Management System (LMS) 

* Daily required live video meetings 
for all Core Subjects; instruction is 
recorded and available for future 
viewing  

* Designed to require approximately 
25 hours of academic engagement 
per week 

MIDDLE & UPPER SCHOOLS 

* All Core Subjects (Reading, 
Language Arts, Math, Religion, 
Science, History, Philosophy, Latin, 
Drama) 

* Covers all learning objectives 
covered by Traditional Students 

* Utilizes new FACTS-SYS Learning 
Management System (LMS) 

* Daily required live video meetings 
for all Core Subjects; instruction is 
recorded and available for future 
viewing  

* Designed to require approximately 
35-40 hours of academic engagement 
per week
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